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PUBLIC HEARING HELD ON

APRIL 17, 2019

THE COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY OF MAUl, STATE OF HAWAII. CONVENED A PUBLIC
HEARING ON WEDNESDAY, APRIL 17, 2019 AT 6:01 P.M., IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER,
KALANA O MAUl BUILDING, WAILUKU, HAWAII, WITH CHAIR KELLY KING PRESIDING.
FOR THE PURPOSE OF RECEIVING TESTIMONY ON THE PROPOSED OPERATING

BUDGET AND CAPITAL PROGRAM FOR THE FISCAL YEAR JULY 1. 2019 TO JUNE 30.
2020 (FY 2020).

CHAIR KING: Hello. Okay, we're here, we're on. Alright, thank you Councllmembers for
coming back in your seats. I think we've got quorum but I'm going to let the Deputy
Clerk take roll call.

ROLL CALL

PRESENT: COUNCILMEMBERS SHANE M. SINENCI. MICHAEL J.
MOLINA. ALICE L. LEE, TAMARA A.M. PALTIN, YUKI LEI K.
SUGIMURA, NATALIE A. KAMA, VICE-CHAIR KEANI N.W.
RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ AND CHAIR KELLY T. KING.

EXCUSED: COUNCILMEMBER G. RIKI HOKAMA.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK MARGARET C. CLARK: Madam Chair, there are eight Members
present and one Member excused. A quorum is present to conduct the business of
the Council.

CHAIR KING: Okay, thank you. The meeting was called to order at 6:00, and this is the Maui
County Council Public Hearing on the Operations and CIP for the 2020 Budget.

Deputy Clerk.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Madam Chair, the Notice of Public Hearing on the Mayor's
Proposed Budget and Capital Program was published in the April 3. 2019 and
April 9, 2019 editions of the Maui News.
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In accordance with Section 9-4, of the Revised Charter of the County of Maui, the public
is invited to provide testimony before the Council regarding the Mayor's Proposed
Budget for the Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2020 and Proposed Capital Program.

We have established limited interactive communication that enables individuals from

Hana, Lanai, and Molokai to provide testimony from our District Offices. Individuals
who wish to offer testimony from the District Offices should now sign up with staff.
Individuals who wish to offer testimony in the chamber please sign up at the desk
located in the eighth-floor lobby just outside the chamber door.

When testifying, please state your name and the name of any organization you
represent. Please also identify to the Council if you are a paid lobbyist.

CHAIR KING: Thank you, Deputy Clerk.

I just want to thank everybody for coming out to testify and help us determine how to
use your tax dollars. And before we proceed on the agenda, may I please request that
everyone silence their cell phones or any other noise making devices that you have
out of courtesy.

Also, because of the, we have 80 testifiers signed up so far and because we actually
still have work to get to after this, I know it's difficult for people to have to wait for a long
time, so we are going to limit testimony to three minutes and when the light turns yellow,
you'll have 30 seconds left to conclude. So please be aware of that, just out of courtesy
to the many people who are coming after you.

For those of you who are standing, we do have seats up here if you want to come in,
there's some, first and second rows has several seats. So, please make yourself at
home, especially if you're number 50 or later.

And we will probably take our first break at about 10 minutes to eight for 10 minutes
and then come back after that, just to let you all know what the protocol is for
Councilmembers and their breaks.

So, Madam Deputy Clerk.

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Madam Chair.

CHAIR KING: Yes.
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COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Thank you, Madam Chair. Just, I totally, you know, support
you and what, how you want to run tonight's meeting. Just as a reminder, please police
us because we have 80 plus testifiers and we want to hear from everyone as much as
possible. Because I've had some people tell me from all of our other hearings they got
frustrated in waiting. And partly in part of ourselves asking a lot of questions to the
testifiers, so if we can all police ourselves. If we have to ask any of our testifiers to
clarify their testimony, so be it, but not get, you know, side tracked with other issues
that may not relate to the agenda item. And we certainly don't want to get in trouble
with the Sunshine Law police, if you will, so please police us on that and I'll make sure
I do my part. So, this way everybody can be heard tonight.

CHAIR KING: Thank you, Councilmember Molina.

I will certainly do that. And, also Councilmembers, I'm going to kind of go from one
testifier to the next, so I'm not going to stop in between and ask if you have, if you have
questions, please raise your hand and catch my attention. So I will look, but I'm just
not going to ask every time because it actually takes up a lot of time doing that too.

So, I think we're checking in with Lanai first. Ms. Deputy Clerk.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Lanai Office, please identify yourself and introduce any testifiers.

CHAIR KING: Denise? Hello?

COUNCILMEMBER KAMA: Question, Chair.

CHAIR KING: Councilmember Kama.

COUNCILMEMBER KAMA: Thank you. Chair.

I was just thinking about all the young students that we have with us tonight that may
want to bear testimony and yet I think it might be a school night on top of that, too. So,
for consideration.

CHAIR KING: Okay, yeah, I just, I have a stack of testifiers and I can't tell from this, who's a
student and who's not. So, if we have any groups of students that would like to come
and testify all together? We have any groups that would come with one group, I can
take you first? And let me know what name you're under. I'm happy to do that, if you
can all come with one message together. Did we get, did we check in with Lanai, yet?
Or they-
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DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Yes. Madam Chair, we've been notified from the Lanai Office
that they do not have any testifiers.

CHAIR KING: Okay. Thank you. And is Molokai and Hana in yet?

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: We have not been notified of any testimony from those offices,
either.

CHAIR KING: Okay. And, are they there?

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: I believe so.

CHAIR KING: Okay. We were waiting for them to be there earlier. Okay, if we have the
group of students that wants to come up, I'll take you first if you're all together. If you
have one testifier with all of you. That's the criteria today. Okay, if you have individual
testimony then we'll just, we'll wait. Okay, we'll just go through the names.

Okay, first we're going to go ahead and start. First testifier is June Davis, second
testifier, she'll be followed by Sanoe Kaaihue. Please, just announce your name again
and what organization you're with and announce if you're a paid lobbyist. Aloha.

PRESENTATION OF TESTIMONY

MS. JUNE DAVIS:

Hi. Good evening, everybody. It's nice to see you guys. My name is June Davis. I
belong to the MILC group, and so the Maui Wheelers and the MILC, Nani Watanabe is
the leader. But thank you very much for, for helping us and . . . really very happy to
see new Members and thank you, thank you so much, thank you.

CHAIR KING: Thank you. Thank you very much for your testimony. Are you three together?
Okay.

MS. PENNY DAVIS:

Aloha ahiahi. I'm Aunty Penny Davis. And, it's so wonderful to see the new Council
Chair and Members of the Council. Lots of new faces, some not too new faces, but
lots of new faces. You all look great.
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And thank you for the wonderful job that you have been doing so far. I would also like
to be, I am in support of MILC, Maui Independent Living Center, which you graciously
gave to your budget. I think it was started last year, so that MILC could have an office
and we have a director, a person that is in charge of us and she lets us be, what it is,
independent living at home. And we call her, we can call her anytime of the day, night,
or whenever and ask her and we have done that in the past, and she has answered all
of our questions and helped us, without getting paid for it.

But finally, this year through the year, then Nani Watanabe is the person and she has
helped us. And we have people that come in and help us to decide what kind of things
that we can do to be able to live at home, independently. So, we had the people, like
at the Fire Department, and the people that help, to help us know what to do with wound
care and transportation.

My sister and I both use a power chair, and now we have the independence of getting
from point A and B. And then we have with the bus system, also run by MEO that takes
us to A, B and C and around. And I would like to also thank you for that. Right now
the Maui Independent Living Center, I believe has 45 clients, it doesn't seem like a lot,
but it's for, right now the people that are using it, it's because we now have an office
that they can contact and Nani can help us. And, the people here on the Tri-lsle, Maui
County, I believe that the people on Lanai and Molokai, right now cannot receive
services, they have to be here to do that, because of funds or I'm not sure what. But i
would like to thank you for-

CHAIR KING: Aunty Penny, can you please conclude.

MS. DAVIS: Oh, okay. I would like to thank you for supporting MILC and MEO and I would
like you also, invite you to maybe come someday to a MILC meeting or Maui Wheelers
meeting and then we can tell you all about what we do. Mahalo.

CHAIR KING: Thank you for your testimony. Councilmember Sugi, Councilmember Kama,
you have a question? Oh.

COUNCILMEMBER KAMA: My lights on. Sorry.

CHAIR KING: Okay. Our next testifier is Sanoe Kaaihue, followed by, oh Penny Davis, you
just testified. Followed by Debbie Cabebe.
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MS. SANQE KAAIHUE. WOMEN HELPING WOMEN:

Hopefully, this is low enough. Good evening. Madam Chair and all County
Councilmembers. My name is Sanoe Kaaihue, I'm the Executive Director for Women
Helping Women. I would first like to express my gratitude for allowing non-profits, such
as ours to speak to the needs of our growing community and the challenges we
continue to face.

I'm privileged enough to work with 27 dedicated, passionate advocates across Maui
and Lanai. Many of my fellow non-profit directors can relate, so of course judging by
the gallery full of people.

Over the past year. Women Helping Women has supported over 1,000 men, women
and children with emergency shelter, temporary restraining orders, court advocacy,
transitional housing support group and individual support and client assistance. This
number doesn't even begin to reflect the countless people that call our 24-hour hotline.

Last year we held 42 trainings and presentations for resort staff, medical professionals,
college students, department stores and other professionals. Without your support,
vital services would not reach the Lanai and Hana communities.

One of the biggest highlights for 2018, for myself and my Deputy Director Pili Kanenau,
was actually teaching 450 high school students and faculty from Kamehameha Schools
Maui, about teen dating violence and the importance of healthy relationships. Actually,
we did that twice, right. Yeah.

Without your support, we would not be able to bring awareness events to our
community throughout the year. Domestic violence still remains a big problem and the
statistics haven't changed much. Twenty people per minute are physically abused by
an intimate partner. One in four women and one in nine men, experience severe
intimate partner physical violence. And the presence of a gun in a domestic violence
situation increases the risk of homicide by 500%. While these statistics are alarming,
there is still hope.

Maui County is fortunate in that we non-profits, first responders, judiciary all work
together to solve problems. When issues arise, we come together at the table. Egos
are definitely checked at the door, and we come up with solutions. I know most of us
get asked often by other counties, how it is that we can work all together? The answer
is simple, it's less of "I" and more of "we". The ultimate goal is always, is and always
will be to end domestic violence, not just for our County, but the State and our world.
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So, thank you for being, for having a seat at the table with us, and the non-profits and
Maui County and I are grateful for your continued support. Thank you.

CHAIR KING: Thank you for your work and for your testimony.

Okay, next testifier is Debbie Cabebe, followed by Hokuao Pellegrino.

MS. DEBBIE CABEBE. MAUI ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY:

Aloha, Chair and Members. My name is Debbie Cabebe, I'm the CEO of Maui
Economic Opportunity and this is some of our directors here to support our testimony.

MEO is a designated community action agency for Maui County, dedicated to serving
those in poverty with programs designed with a major goal of self-sufficiency.
Community action agencies are locally led, and build locally driven partnerships that
engage private and public sector leaders and engage local residents in a deliberate
effort to understand the obstacles to prosperity unique to the specific community.

MEO operates under five departrrients: MEO Business Development Center;
MEO Community Services; Early Childhood Services; Transportation Services; and
Youth Sen/ices

Within these departments we administer about forty different programs that respond to
specific needs in this community. In the last fiscal year, we helped more, nearly 18,000
individuals with services such as, obtaining and maintaining employment; increasing
income; creating jobs and earning a living wage; entrepreneurs and small businesses
start-up and development counseling; achieving academic, social, and other school
success; improving their home environment; improving their ability to meet their basic
needs and overall financial well-being; secure and maintain safe and affordable
housing; reduce their energy burden; access to fresh fruits and vegetables;
demonstrate improved mental health and well-being; maintain an independent living
situation; no recidivating; increase knowledge, skills and abilities to enable them to
improve conditions in their community and enhance their ability to engage. And we
provided specialized transportation providing more than 407,000 rides throughout Maui
County.

In the last fiscal year, MEO leveraged more than $4.5 million from Federal, State and
County governments, private foundations and grants, through fundraising. And this is
all to supplement our County funding.
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MEO is committed to making Maui County a better place to live, to work, to raise a
family, to run a business and insuring that people with low incomes are engaged and
active in building opportunities in the community. Thank you for your support.

CHAIR KING; Thank you so much, Debbie. Any questions, thank you so much.

Okay, next testifier is Hokuao Pellegrino, followed by Brayden Kitagawa. Whoever's
out there if you could change to a pen, it's really hard to read pencil on purple. Aloha.

MR. HOKUAO PELLEGRINO. HUl O NA WAI EHA:

Aloha mai kakou. Aloha, Chair and Councilmembers. My name is Hokuao Pellegrino
and I'm testifying on behalf of the organization, Hui o Na Wai Eha and also in regards,
I'm testifying in regard to the acquisition of Wailuku Water Company's
Watershed/Conservation Land, Stream Diversions and Delivery Systems situated on
approximately 8,900 acres.

Hui o Na Wai Eha has been involved in this process of the County inquiring Wailuku
Water Company dating all the way back to 2007. We strongly believe the reasoning
for not gaining traction over the last decade on this issue was the lack in communication
between Administration and past Councils, as well as, the Administration's
misconceptions over management - maintenance and overall use of the water system.

We strongly believe that our public trust resources such as water and water sheds and
this system, should be held in the trust of the public, such as the County of Maui, which
is why we have supported the idea of this acquisition from the get go. This time around,
however, we strongly advise that both the Council and Administration genuinely
engage with our, our organization as a major stakeholder, as well as the key details
and concerns that we have ultimately helped deal, for this deal to come to fruition.

We'd like to see the conditions in this purchase agreement with Wailuku Water
Company that ensures the development of a community-based stream management
plan along with a number of other key components that would ensure this public trust
resource is protected for generations to come.

What benefits does this acquisition come with and what does it not come with? The
acquisition of Wailuku Water Company absolutely does not come with additional water
for the Maui County, any more water than has been allocated by the State Commission
on Water Resource Management from our contested case in the Water Use Permit
application process. By acquiring the system, it does not give the County the power to
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begin charging kuleana kalo farmers in Na Wai Eha for the water that they are using,
even when the water is, would potentially be delivered by the County.

If you look at one of the copies that I sent out from our contested case, most recent
contested case hearing. Conclusion, Facts and Finding of Law, it shows that
Hui o Na Wai Eha has supported the request of the County in their water use permit to
draw additional water from the Wailuku River via the lao-Waikapu Ditch System for
future growth. The County's existing use and capacity through the old treatment facility
of 1.784 million gallons per day. The County facility in lao, to manage the increase
capacity being requested so therefore, Hui o Na Wai Eha supported this increase of
1.416 million gallons and still stands by that decision. The County's total use of surface
water with the additional request would set, be set at 3.2 million gallons. The report
shows extensive detail in the County water use from both surface and ground water in
Na Wai Eha, along with research that supports this population growth all the way to
2030.

And now that I see that my time up, I yeah, you have my written testimony. So.

CHAIR KING: Oh, we have some questions.

Councilmember Lee.

COUNCILMEMBER LEE: Good evening, Hokuao. So we realize that this is an important
step to, to purchase this very significant piece of land. What would you think could
happen if we didn't, if the County didn't move forward to purchase the Wailuku Water
Company?

MR. PELLEGRINO: I can tell you exactly what would happen. It would continue to stay in
private hands, an outside investor could come and purchase the watershed. As they,
a French water company tried to, was interested in acquiring this system a little over a
decade ago, at least that's what the rumors was told. So, I mean we could have a
situation like that where we're no better off, or it could be worse than the situation that
we currently are in.

So, I think there's a lot of details that needs to be worked out in this process, but we,
we support the overall concept with the intent to, to collaborate on the nitty-gritty details.
Because there is a lot of details in, in this process that I feel, and our organization has
felt over the last 15 years that both past Administration and past Council have not
addressed head on. Which is why I really don't think it got any traction over the last
10 years or, you know, so on since 2007. We received a bond for $7 million back in
2008 for the purchase and then it disappeared with the new Administration at that time.
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COUNCIL MEMBER LEE; One last question, this Council is very serious about making the
commitment to purchase the Wailuku Water Company. Would Na Wai Eha be
interested in collaborating with the management of the watershed?

MR. PELLEGRINO: Absolutely, you find in the detailed testimony, I absolutely believe that,
you know, we are in a different era now, where, you know, plantation doesn't exist
anymore. Whereby, we rely on a few ditch men to take care of, you know, a system
that, that feeds a multitude of people. And if we look at the traditional concepts and
practices that our kupuna have done in ahuapa'a resource management, you know,
from the konohiki, all the way down to the hoa'aina process, I really and truly believe
that we can, we can recreate that and move towards that again.

Do I think that Hui o Na Wai Eha has the capacity to manage the entire system?
Absolutely not. But a good portion of the system especially in Waiehu and Waihee,
the majority users from those streams are kuleana kalo farmers and I think that allowing
that independence for those taro farmers to once again be able to access those
systems, to access the valley for traditional and customary practices and gathering
rights and so on, and so on. I think, I think this is the time, and last-

CHAIR KING: Mr. Pellegrino, I need to-

MR. PELLEGRINO: Sorry.

CHAIR KING: Did you get the answer to your question?

COUNCILMEMBER LEE: Thank you very much.

CHAIR KING: I just, I have one question for you.

MR. PELLEGRINO: Sure.

CHAIR KING: Have you looked into eminent domain?

MR. PELLEGRINO: So.

CHAIR KING: You can say yes or no-

MR. PELLEGRINO: Absolutely.

CHAIR KING: -and we can have a meeting about it later.
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MR. PELLEGRINO: No, I'll just say that, past Administrations that was definitely something
that was on the table that we discussed with former Mayor, so I would-

CHAIR KING: Okay, great. Thank you. We have one more question from
Councilmember Kama.

COUNCILMEMBER KAMA: Aloha, Hokuao

MR. PELLEGRINO: Aloha.

COUNCILMEMBER KAMA: And thank you for coming.

MR. PELLEGRINO: Mahalo.

COUNCILMEMBER KAMA: So, I just want to be clear with what I heard you say was that the
water that we're talking about is not actually going to be used for housing, but it's
actually for the traditional purposes for which it was intended?

MR. PELLEGRINO: If I could clarify that?

COUNCILMEMBER KAMA: Yeah.

MR. PELLEGRINO: Mahalo, Councilmember Kama. So, the lao system, part of, so this
acquisition would only be for Wailuku, Waiehu, and Waihee Valleys. The Waikapu
Watershed was already purchased by Mike Atherton and therefore the lao system, the
only real user of the lao system is the County.

That water through lao-Waikapu Ditch goes to the water treatment facility, therefore
the additional water that was asked by the County through the water use permit
application, we supported which would increase the 3.2 mgd. And the studies that I've
shared with you show very clearly that this insures water through the year 2030 and
for the increase of population in the central, those utilizing the Central Maui system.

COUNCILMEMBER KAMA: Thank you. Thank you. Chair.

CHAIR KING: Okay, thank you so much for your testimony.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Chair.

CHAIR KING: Oh, one more question?

Councilmember Sugimura.
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COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Yeah, so thank you very much for being here Hokuao. And
I just wanted to know, then, are you saying there Is no additional source of water, like
we are at maximum capacity with all the users that are there today?

MR. PELLEGRINO: So, right now, the County actually is not using the 3.2 mgd, and the
reason why they're not using that increased amount that they requested is because of
the develop, the building of that new treatment facility in lao. When that Is on-line, I'm
not sure If it's on-line yet, It will have the capacity to treat that additional amount of
water. When that happens, and the County utilizes, If they so choose to utilize the
3.2 mgd, that should suffice for the population growth through 2030 of the Central Maul
area and system. Does that kind of make sense. So that would Include, you know,
further use which could be tied to obviously, development, housing and so on and so
on.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA; Thank you.

CHAIR KING: Okay, thank you. I assume you will be available later on for, as a resource to
the Water-

MR. PELLEGRINO: Absolutely.

CHAIR KING: Okay, thank you so much.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Real quick. Chair.

CHAIR KING: Oh, you have one more-

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Quick question, real quick.

CHAIR KING: Okay.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Okay. So, you mentioned earlier In your testimony
that there was negotiations for the system. Including the Walkapu Aquifer, and I'm sorry
I don't have your written testimony in front of me, so I don't know if It Includes this
Information, so, um, and that the negotiations at that time was for $7 million and It
Included the Walkapu Aquifer.

MR. PELLEGRINO: Yes, good point. So, I believe that one of the proposals Is $9.5 million
for the acquisition of now three components of the four. At the time that we were
looking at It In 2007 and through about 2009, we had secured a $7 million bond and
yeah, yeah. Good point.
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CHAIR KING: Thank you.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Mahalo.

MR PELLEGRINO: Mahalo.

CHAIR KING: Okay, next testifier is Brayden Kitagawa, who is a student, followed by Pono
Hodges, also a student. Staff, can somebody help? There you go. Did it all by himself?

BRAYDEN KITAGAWA. MEDB STEMWORKS:

Good afternoon, Committee Chair and Members. My name is Brayden Kitagawa and
I am a fourth grader at Pukalani Elementary School. I am here today to testify in
support of continued funding for the STEMworks Program at Maui Economic
Development Board.

For the past year, I have been a member of my school's Stem Imagineers Robotics
Team and Research Team. Being a part of this team has been the best part of my
school year. Through the program, I've learned about teamwork, science, engineering,
leadership and writing.

This year, we did a research project on aquaponics and how it could be used to
increase Maui's food production, so we are not as dependent on outside food sources.
We researched, designed, and we continue to maintain an aquaponic system at our
school. We won first place at Maui VEX Tournament among Elementary and Middle
School teams. In addition, we traveled to Iowa for National VEX Tournament and won
first place at national level.

I am so grateful for my teachers, team members, and STEMworks Program for giving
me these opportunity to participate in this great program and for teaching me
something that may also help my community and the island of Maui in the future.

I  invite you to come to our school to watch our system at work. Please continue to fund
great programs like this. Thank you.

CHAIR KING: Mahalo. Great testimony. Okay, can you hand the mic to the next person, to
Pono Hodges and followed by Blake Yatsushiro.
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PONO HODGES. MEDB STEMWORKS:

Good evening, Ms. King and Maui County Council. My name is Pono Hodges, I'm in
fourth grade and I go to Pukalani Elementary School. I'm speaking to you today to ask
for continuing funding of the STEMworks AFTERschool Program. I have been in
STEMworks AFTERschool Programs since the first grade. STEMworks has taught me
about robotics, technology, computer coding, the earth, and protecting the
environment.

This year, our team went to the CREATE 2019 Robotics National Championship in
Iowa. It felt so amazing to be there with my teammates representing Maui. We won
first place for our STEM research project about aquaponics. We chose aquaponics as
our research project because STEMworks has taught us about food security and
environmental responsibility. STEMworks is important because it can change kids'
lives in many different ways, such as learning to be responsible, loving science, and
finding ways to help our community.

Please continue giving money to the STEMworks Program. It is so important for our
Maui kids and the future of Maui. Mahalo for your consideration.

CHAIR KING: Mahalo. Thank you for your testimony. Next testifier is Blake Yatsushiro,
followed by Lydia Jackson.

BLAKE YATSUSHIRO. MEDB STEMWORKS:

Aloha Council Chair and Members. My name is Blake Yatsushiro. I am a fourth grader
at Pukalani Elementary School. Thank you for allowing me to speak in support of the
MEDB STEMworks AFTERschool Program.

Strong work ethics and teamwork are important life skills that I've learned through
working at STEMworks AFTERschool. When I was in the second grade, I took the
second-grade coding and robotics class. It was the first time I learned how to write
code and it took a lot of perseverance and grit.

Last year, in the third grade, I took the movie making class. It showed me that a great
job isn't the fastest. Taking your time and doing quality work is more important than
rushing and not doing your best.
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This year, I got into the STEM Robotics Advanced class, the team, and team. Being
on the team has shown me the big importance of teamwork. In Robotics, I was a part
of the STEM Research Team. Our group had the job of researching a way to help
Hawaii become more sustainable, so we did a whole bunch of research on aquaponics
and spoke to some experts in Hawaii. We submitted our video to the competition, the
judges watched it and they liked it and we won first place at the national championship.
But our winning project didn't come without a lot of hard work.

Without STEMworks AFTERschool Program, I would not have experienced any of the
great learning opportunities. Please continue to support our STEMworks
AFTERschool Program. Thank you.

CHAIR KING: Mahalo. Alright. Thank you, Blake.

Okay, next testifier is Lydia Jackson, followed by Jennifer Suzuki.

LYDIA JACKSON. MEDB STEMWORKS:

Aloha, County Chair and Members. I am a fifth grader at Pukalani Elementary School.
I am here to support the MEDB STEMworks AFTERschool Program.

I made it into robotics for fifth grade, but in fourth grade I tried my best and never make
it. I am so grateful that I made it to robotics, I had a great time and fun. We went to
Oahu and we won first place. We went to Iowa too, and we won first place for our
STEM Research Award. We had a great time and I'm so happy to be with my friends
and new members.

First, STEMworks helps you get to know other people and get to know them. Second,
STEMworks helps with lifetime skills like science, technology and engineering, math.
Third, it helps you learn more cooperating skills that can help you. I can conclude that
STEMworks should still be allowed, because STEMworks can help. I wouldn't be here
without STEMworks.

CHAIR KING: Okay, thank you Lydia.

COUNCILMEMBER KAMA: Chair. Chair. Question, Chair. Can I ask a question. Chair?

CHAIR KING: Oh, Ms. Jackson, we have a question for you?

COUNCILMEMBER KAMA: Lydia, Lydia, down here.
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CHAIR KING: If you can answer one question?

Councilmember Kama.

COUNCILMEMBER KAMA: So, Lydia can you tell me what do you want to be when you grow
up?

LYDIA: What I want to be when I grow up is a scientist.

CHAIR KING: Awesome.

COUNCILMEMBER KAMA: Thank you.

CHAIR KING: Okay. Thank you very much for your testimony.

And now we have your teacher, Jennifer Suzuki. Not their teacher, somebody else's
teacher.

VICE CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Chair, real quickly. I just wanted to commend the
four students from the Pukalani Robotics team. Not only are you learning STEM, but
you're learning excellent speaking skills, amazing, so impressive. Mahalo, Chair.

CHAIR KING: Okay, thank you. And followed by Zoe Zane.

MS. JENNIFER SUZUKI. MEDB STEMWORKS:

They are a tough act to follow. Good evening. Honorable Councilmembers. My name
is Jennifer Suzuki and I'm the technology teacher and advisor at the STEMworks
AFTERschool Program at Maui Waena Intermediate School.

I'm here to testify on behalf of the Maui Economic Development Board's STEMworks
Program. MEDB has given so much to my students and to my program. Basically,
through their 21®' Century Grant, they obtained, we were able to run a full-fledged
STEMworks AFTERschool Program. Unfortunately, that grant has come to the end,
so we're without funding for next year.

We have over a hundred students enrolled and they're able to participate in real life
STEM activities on a daily basis. They run a 20-minute news show, which is really not
easy to do, that airs weekly on our closed circuit. They create computer games,
animations, commercials, build robots. They learn electronics, they work in CAD and
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they do 3-D printing. None of this would have been possible without the support of
Maui Economic Development Board.

But really, the most important thing that MEDB does for my students is give them
confidence. Confidence to compete on a national level and win, the opportunity to
learn from industry experts and it exposes them to jobs that they would never know
about.

So, um, my students are capable, brilliant, hard-working and amazing, and because of
MEDB, they're given a chance to show it. So, I'd really appreciate you to continue or
to fund this program, because without funding, they won't have the program.

CHAIR KING: Thank you so much for your testimony and congratulations to all the students
who won at the national level, that's really awesome.

Okay, Zoe Zane, student, followed by Kamri Cruz.

ZOE ZANE. MEDB STEMWORKS:

Good evening. Honorable Councilmembers. My name is Zoe Zane and I'm a seventh
grader at Maui Waena Intermediate School and I attend the STEMworks AFTERschool
Club. I'm here to support, I'm here to testify on behalf of the Maui Economic
Development Board of the STEMworks AFTERschool Program, also known as MEDB.

MEDB has been really helpful to our STEMworks Program in many, many ways. They
help our selected group of students be able to attend an annual convention called
Student Television Network, which is a national video competition open to all middle
schools and high schools. This year it was held in Seattle, Washington.

We were able to compete in different competitions for different categories. I competed
in the anchor team. Overall our group won three second places, and two honorable
mentions. Being able to go gave me so much opportunities and new experiences. I
never would imagine me doing this have not been joining the STEMworks Club. We
got to experience the joy, the stress, and the tears of being able to participate in the
amazing convention. We also got to do community service, visit two amazing colleges
and sightsee and learn about Seattle.

Another wonderful experience I attend was our many robotics trips. Our robotics team
has attended nine competitions all together. From competitions here, to Oahu and
Hilo. We all experience working together, getting through hardships, and working hard
to get our robot to succeed. And over the course of our competition, we won seven
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awards for VEX IQ. We won the Inspire award, two robotics field champions awards,
three teamwork champion awards, and the design award.

We were able to compete in states for both VEX and VEX IQ, but without your funding
none of this would have been possible. I would not be able to attend these wonderful
opportunities and experiences. I am very grateful and proud to be part of this amazing
club and with your help, we can achieve this. Mahalo for your time and attention.

CHAIR KING: Mahalo. It's great to hear young people say, I got to do community service.

Thank you for appreciating that. Next testifier is Kamri Cruz, followed by Jazmyne
Viloria.

KAMRI CRUZ. MEDB STEMWORKS:

Good evening. Honorable Councilmembers. My name is Kamri Cruz, and I am a
seventh-grade student at Maui Waena Intermediate School. I'm here to testify on
behalf of the Maui Economic Development Board, also known as MEDB. I'm part of
the Maul Waena STEMworks Program. Our club has been very fortunate and
privileged to receive funding from MEDB.

I have had the opportunity to attend multiple workshops and conferences. For
example, I attended STEM Conference last year, and I am going this year. During
STEM Conference, I took many classes and was able to learn many things about
After Effects, editing, photography and videography. I have also made many very
valuable friendships.

I am planning on going to the 2020 Student Television Network Convention in
Washington, D.C. In the past, the MEDB has provided the club with the money to travel
and get the equipment we need to attend STN. I'm hoping that this will continue in the
future. We have won many awards in the past and I am excited for what next year's
Media and STN has instore for me. Without the MEDB, these trips would have never
happened.

The MEDB has given me many learning opportunities and life experiences. I am very
grateful for what the MEDB have given to us. Thank you for your time and attention.

CHAIR KING: Mahalo. Any questions? Thank you for your testimony.

Next is Jazmyne Viloria, followed by Holden Suzuki.
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JAZMYNE VILORIA. MEDB STEMWORKS:

Aloha, Chair and Councilmembers. My name Is Jazmyne Viloria, and I'm an eight-
grader attending Maui Waena Intermediate School. I am here to testify on behalf of
the Maui Economic Development Board. MEDB has been supportive of our Media
Club, thanks to the Ke Alahele grant. With the grant, it helped us achieve many and
fulfill our goals.

For instance, with the media program it guided me into finding my true passion, story
telling. Because of this club, I get to work with PBS news hour student report labs or
SRL. I am given the opportunity to report on local things happening in our community,
but also, I get to report on stories outside my community.

For example, this summer I am attending the 2019 SRL Academy in Washington, D.C.,
1 was one of the few selected. However, this is not my first time traveling. Because of
media, I attended the 2018 and 2019 Student Television Network Convention. A
convention where student video producers from all over the nation compete in video
competitions.

Luckily, this club teaches us more than video skills, but life skills. This club guided me
into finding my voice. When I started in sixth grade, I was so scared to speak to almost
anyone. I would only speak to two close friends and would never dare to speak in front
of the camera, however, as I kept attending I became more comfortable speaking in
front of people or a camera. Forinstance, thisMarch, IwasahosttoaHIKI NO episode
which got shown to the whole State of Hawaii.

Thanks to this club, it has given me so many unforgettable and amazing opportunities
I will always be grateful for. And without the funding from MEDB, there would be no
after school program. So please find it in your hearts and budget to fund MEDB.

CHAIR KING: Mahalo. Okay, next testifier is Holden Suzuki, followed by Jacelyn Yun.

HOLDEN SUZUKI. MEDB STEMWORKS:

Sorry. Hi, my name is Holden Suzuki and well, I've been at this program for a while,
ever since I was really young, around two, because as you could assume from my
name, I am the son of Ms. Suzuki. So I've been here for a while.

I've seen many students go pass through this entire thing, and pass through from
sixth grade to eighth grades, even beyond that. I've seen people grow out of phases



Public Hearing of the Council of the County of Maui
April 17, 2019
Page 20

where they were super shy, and they couldn't even talk in front of cameras. I've seen
people who, I would have never expected to grow out of anything. We've seen people,
I've seen people who went from people who were really irresponsible to people who
led and captained teams, to people who brought together communities. We've, such
as, John Fabella, he recently hosted an entire tournament for VEX, by himself, very
impressive. He went through this entire program, and we, the first year nobody thought
he would do much, because he was very irresponsible with his time and he wouldn't
exactly show up all the time.

CHAIR KING: This is on tape, you know.

HOLDEN: Yeah. But as the years rolled on, he went from that to somebody who we go and
see, and we're so proud of. He's done so much. He's doing so much for his community
right now, too. He's just an amazing person who's brought himself so far through this
program.

And I feel like many more people could go through this program and just keep doing
this, keep growing as people, keep, keeping this kind of community going. Because I
feel like this kind of ties together a lot of people in middle school. I know for a fact that
it helped me get through a lot struggles in currently where I am, as a sixth grader, I
mean, it's helped me get through a lot.

This entire program has helped me get through many things. It helped me have a
community around me. It's helped me have friends. It's helped me see that so many
people have so many skills that you would never see beyond the surface. Many people
just, are so impressive. So many people like Leif, have graduated Harvard from this
program, so it's an amazing kind of process to just seeing them grow from people that
were so different from how they are now.

And I hope that you can find it within your hearts to fund our program, through all of
this. The 21®* Century grant gave us so much to do with our, to do. We had so much
equipment that we didn't know how to use, but as we've gone forward, we've learned
how to use all that equipment. And we've used it to the best of our ability winning over
five awards this past STN. So I hope you can find it in your hearts to keep funding us.

CHAIR KING: Thank you, Mr. Suzuki.

HOLDEN: Have a very day.

CHAIR KING: Perfect timing. Okay, next testifier is Jacelyn Yun, followed by Sienna Racoma.


